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FOR THE MONITOR. 


Memoirs of Deacon Pierce. 


Deacon Sitmon Pierce, was 
bern in Sudbury, Massachusetts 
roper, on March 1, 1764. When 
he was young his parents removed 
to Norridgewock, on the Kennebec 
river, in the District of Maine. 
His opportunity of school instruc- 
tion, and his improvement in that 
way, were but small while young. 
As he came to years of discretion, 
however, he discovered a mind 
stronger than common. In the 
24th year of his age, he entered 
into the marriage state with Miss. 
Hepzibah W ood, daughter of Silas 
Wooed,Esq.of Norridgewock. He 
followed the farming business prin- 
cipally ; but manifested his capaci- 
ty and ingenuity by occasionally 
attending to other things to ad- 
vantage. In the year 1796, the 
Lord was pleased to visit the town 
of Norridgewock with a shower of 


divine grace, under the preaching 
of Mr. Phinehas Randal, a Con- 


gregational Candidate : in which 
Deacon Pierce and wife were 
sharers. In consequence of this 
revival, a church was founded, by 
an ecclesiastical Council (called 
for the purpose) on the 22d day 
of September, 1797. Deacon 
Pierce and his wife were among 
the number first embodied. He 
used his utmost exertions to obtain 
preaching, and was a principal 
E 


supporter of Society meetings on 
the Sabbath when bey were des- 
titute of it. For several years he 
sustained the office of a Captain 
in a Company of Militia. In this 
capacity he manifested by his de- 
portment, that the character of the 
soldier and officer was not necessa- 
rily inconsistent with a Christian 
profession. He was elected Dea- 
con in the Church by his brethren 
June Sd, 1809. He had a ready 
gift in prayer, in which he was 
very solemn and devout. He oft- 
en led, and often joined in social 
prayer for the settlement of a Gos- 
pel minister in the place, 5 

e died without the sight. He la- 
bored hard for such a blessing, and 
others are now ing the fruits 
of his prayers and toils! In the 
month of March, 1813, he removed 
to the town of Chesterville. Little 
more than a year afterwards tie 
typhus fever prevailed in the 
place and was very mortal. He 
fell a victim, among others. He 
was taken on a Saturday evening, 
and died the next Saturday even- 
ing April 9th, 1814. He was 
anxious in the first part of his 
sickness to live, on account of his 
family ; and observed that for 
their sakes he should be willing to 
pass through what would be equal 
to dying a number of times : but 
on his own account, he thought he 
had rather go than stay. On Fri- 
day morning before day light, he 
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observed to his watchers, that he 
believed he must give up the 
thoughts of living. I find, said he, 
the Toctés gives but little encour- 
agement, and my friends also ap- 
to give itup; I must die! 
observe that numbers that die of 
this disorder, lose their senses be- 
fore they die ; it is likely this will 
be the case with me, It therefore 
becomes me to set my house in or- 
der while [ have my reason. ‘Then 
he called for his wife, and gave 
_her a number of directions how to 
conduct after he was gone, es- 
pecially with regard to the chil- 
dren. Ina very tender manner 
asked her forgiveness for every 
thing unkind that had at any time 
escaped him towards her, that he 
hoped to meet her in a better 
world where there would be no 
parting. He desired her to bring 
the youngest child, a daughter, 
better than a year old, that he 
might see her once more; after 
she was brought, he said to his 
wife, I hope when I am gone, you 
will let the children know they 
have a head, by which it was sup- 
d, he meant to be understood, 

that she should pray. with them. 
He then called for his other chil- 
dren, and one by one, to those 
that were capable, gave various 
counsels. Teo his eldest son, he 
said, you are young, (being then 
nearly 20 = of age) you will 
have no father to go before you 
hereafter. I never shall live to 
gee you one and twenty, the irre- 
vocable decree is past and I must 
die. l have with hard labor, care 
and pains, collected a little inter- 
est. Do not waste it, be kind to 
your friends but throw nothing 
away ;—and above all things, do 
not forget the great concerns of 
your immortal soul. I have en- 
deavored to give you and the rest 
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of the children up-to God in _bap- 
tism and I trust in the exercise of 
faith in the covenant of God re- 
specting the seed of believers. I 
have prayed for you often, I have 
sometimes hoped to see some of 
ou new creatures: but now I 
must die and leave you all in an 
unconverted state! But I leave 
ou in the hands of that God who 
as said,” * I will be thy God and 
the God of thy seed.” On the 
unchangeable promises of the 
eternal God I restmy hope! It 
—_ be, after I am gone, that God 
will graciously remember you, and 
bring you to the knowledge of the 
truth.—After observing much more 
to the same import, he committed 
them all to God in a solemn man- 
ner by prayer. Afterwards he ob- 
served, “now I am ready to go, 
and if it was God’s will, I should 
be glad not to see the light of 
another rising sun, it being then 
about the breaking of the day. In 
the course of the morning, one of 
his neighbers coming in and in- 
quiring how he did, he answered, 
“Thad got all ready, and was 
about to launch away, but I am 
detained a little longer.” When 
some observations were made 
about trying medical aid in certain 
ways, a little further, “ Why” 
said he, “do you think it worth 
while to try to patch up the old 
carease any more?” “ If some- 
thing could have been done in 
season, I should have been very 
glad, on account of my family ; 
but I think it is new too late—but 
if you think it best, I am willing 
you should try.” He was not 
mistaken about losing his reason, 
although he continued to have the 
exercise of it er regularl 
through that day. e night fol. 
lowing he was wandering, and 
rested very poorly through the 
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night. The next day, which was 
his last, he was evidently delin- 
ous. In the forepart of the day 
he appeared, as though he was 
anxiously engaged about some 
worldly business or other, and 
wanted one and another to take 
hold ‘and assist. There were 
some attempts made to divert his 
attention from his supposed world- 
ly business, by introducing relig- 
ious conversation, which would 
seem to effect the purpose for a 
short time ; but in the afternoon 
he appeared wholly engaged about 
religious subjects. He seemed as 
ifhe was engaged in a society 
meeting, prayed and exhorted 
abundantly, till nearly exhausted, 
and then would say, * there, I can 
do no more, some of you take hold 
and carry it on.” After remain- 
ing silent a little while, he would 
again begin and say, “ What! not 
one of you say any thing for God— 
not one word in so good a cause— 
must it all rest upon such a poor 
unworthy creature, that is unable 
to do any thing >”? And so would 
go on again. Some sentences 
were remarkably pertinent, and 
striking. Sometimes he would call 
for his family and admonish them 

in; and once taking his oldest 
son by the hand, said, *“ Here take 
the farm, take the house, take the 
flocks, take the herds, I give 
them all up to you; but re- 
member the dying admonitions 
of your father.” At one time 
he used these remarkable ex- 
pressions in prayer, “ Lord, grant 
that we may be possessed of that 
peace which will swallow up eter- 
nity in glory ‘” In the evening, 
nature sinking under the over- 
bearing pressure of the disease, 
his speech failed, so that it could 
not be understood distinctly what 
he uttered in his broken sentences, 


till he became entirely speechless 
and sunk into a Je —his pulse 
became fluttering and hisbreathing 
rather difficult, till nature gave up 
the contest and yielded to the king 
of terrors. This took place about 
eleven o’clock when we doubt not, 
his soul was conveyed to eternal 
mansions of rest. On the next 
Monday his funeral was attended 
by a large collection of people, 
when a sermon was delivered 


from Psa. xii. 1, “ Help, Lord, for 


the godly man ceaseth, for the 
faithful fail from among the chil- 
dren of men.” He lefta sorrow- 
ful widow, whose principal conso- 
lation is trusting in the widow’s 
God; and six fatherless children 
two of whom are sons. He buried 
five other children in infancy four 
of whom were sons. it has been 
frequently observed by one of his 
friends, that he was the best man 
for both worlds that he ever knew, 
for he was diligent in business, and 
fervent in spirit. He appeared to 
guise all his temporal affairs with 
iscretion, so that there was but 
little trouble in settling his estate, 
after hig death. We do not pre- 
tend te present a perfect charac- 
ter to the world in this broken 
sketch of the life of this good 
man. Deacon Pierce had his im- 
ge ae and was not insensi- 
le of them himself. He used 
frequently to say, he was not fit 
to take the lead in any thing: and 
often mourned over his mward 
corruption, and great deficiency 
in the things of God and religion. 
In justice, however, to his memo- 
ry» we feel it our duty to state, 
at he possessed the confidence 
of his cig creatures to an un- 
common ee. By his n, 
frank, and hen ised sencteer of 
conducting himself towards them, 
every one, that had opportunity ef 
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86 
observing him, seemed to be im- 
ressed with an idea, that he * 
an upright, man, upon whose 
ra ey erent rely with confi- 
dence. 
His providential removal to 
Chesterville, while it was lament- 
ed by his friends at Norridgewock, 
(for one of them observed, it 
seemed otenen on Sr as tohave a 
ter t of the town move 
Seer.) his friends in Chesterville 
were ready to look upon it as an 
unexpected event, which God de- 
signed to make very useful to the 
interests of religion there. But 
how short sighted are poor sinful 
mortals ! How soon are our fair- 
est prospects often overcast with 
the dark clouds of adversity ! 
How soon are our rising hopes 
unexpectedly dashed! God’s 
thoughts and ways are not as ours, 
but high above them, as the heav- 
ens are high above the earth: 
His way is often in the sea, and 
his footsteps, who can trace? 
How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding 
out ! Who by searching can find 
out God F . 

It becomes creatures to bow in 
unreserved submission to his holy 
sovereignty, and under every dis- 
pensation, however deeply afflic- 
tive, to say, with cordial resigna- 
tion, “thy will be done.” e 
may always rest assured, that 
however dark his dispensations 
may seem, He always has impor- 
tant reasons that fully justify all 
his conduct in the view of all hol 
beings, who are acquainted wit 
them ; and although He may not 
condescend to give account of his 
matters to us, in this dark, imper- 
fect state of things, yet it ought al- 
ways to still our murmurings, 
“that Gop does it.” Shall we 
undertake to sit in judgment up- 
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on the conduct of the Almighty, 
who is infinite in wisdom and 
goodness—and complain of that, 
which excites the heavenly hosts 
to sing alleluia, for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth ! Rather let 
us condemn ourselves for all our 
unsuitable complaints—cast our- 
selves upon the mercy of God in 
Christ, there only seek forgiveness 
and sanctifying grace—long to 
have our wills swallowed up in 
his will, and in this sweet acqui- 
escense of soul, enjoy that peace, 
which is heaven begun below, and 
so be prepared to join the delight- 
ful songs of praise in the world 
above, to him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever 
and ever, AMEN. 


FOR THE MONITOR, 


On Christian Influence. 


Curistian influence, as such, 
does not depend on distinguished 
talents, or elevated rank, but on a 
clear exhibition of the image of 
Christ. It is not denied that the 
distance, at which this light will 
be seen, must be in proportion to 
its height. ‘The elevation of that 
light, which the christian exhibits 
to the world, may depend on tem- 

oh circumstances; but its 

rightness on his growth in grace. 
That good men should a im- 
rtant stations is always desira- 
le. Their promotion increases 
their ability to do good. 

But christian asi as such, 
must after all depend on a fair 
and uniform exhibition of the 
christian graces. Without this, 
his influence, however great, will 
be of no use to the cause of Christ. 
A christian may be admired for 
his talents, his personal accom- 
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plishnients, his wealth, or his suc- 
cess in any undertaking, as well 
as other men. Because a chris- 
tian is exceedingly popular, has 

eat influence, or is very success- 
ful in his particular employment ; 
it by no means follows that he is 
—- — He may be 
esteemed for something, totally 
distinct from religion. On this 
ground, christians are frequently 
deceived. | ‘The christian nay 
think himself admired for his pie- 
ty ; when he is applauded merely 
for some accomplishment, which 
gratifies the feelings of worldly 
men. 

Christian influence, it is believ- 
ed, is not at the present day very 
extensive. Christians do not ap- 
pear so anxious to be distinguish 
ed from others by thei graces, as 
by other considerations. Where 
do we find a christian, whether 
minister or private person, who is 
unwilling to be surpassed by some 
worldly men in good works ? 

But the honor ef Christ requires 
his disciples to be an example of 
holiness to ethers, and to reprove 
the world by their lives. Shall 
men of the world say, that 
christians are not more moral and 
religious than themselves ? Shall 
they claim in any point just supe- 
riority ? The interest of Christ’s 
kingdom requiresjhis followers to 
be more sacredly honest in their 
cdealings—more charitable in pro- 
portion to their ability—-more 
punctual in the fulfilment of their 
engagements,——-mere ready to 
make sacrifices—-mere compas- 
sionate than any others. It is 
much te be lamented that there is 
so little difference between pro- 
fessors of religion and the unre- 
newed, in these respects. No 
doubt there are some hypocrites 
ip almost every church. Sull, 
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however, there are some chistians 
too covetous—and too ambitious— 
too forgetful of their promises and 
too careless in the performance of 
many duties. Some of the most 
preminent defects in the christian 
character it may be proper to men- 
tion. Christian parents have in 
many instances committed the sin 
of Eli. ‘Their children have nei- 
ther been governed nor instructed. 
They do not keep the Sabbath 
strictly, Much time is spent in 
worldly conversation. Some make 
it a point to visit the sick on this 
day. Few make it a day of pray- 
er and meditation, except when at 
the house of God. There is an- 
other fault toocommon among pro- 
fessed Christians, a want of chari- 
ty. When any charitable object 
is brought to view, christians 
should always stand foremost. 
Such are seasens, when Christ ex- 
= them to‘show themselves to 
his disciples. In the different 
occupations of life christians ought 
to be faithful. If the christian be 
a day-laborer, let him be in season, 
let him be diligent, and let him do 
his work well. If he be a shoe- 
maker, or carpenter. or any other 
mechanic ; let there be no reason 
to complain. Whatever the em- 
ployment of the christian, let his 
work be well done. Unless men 
see that religion makes those, who 
rofess it, better members of soci- 
ety, better husbands and better 
wives ; better parents and better 
children ; better neighbors and bet- 
ter friends ; it will not be embrac- 
ed. There is no condition in life, 
and no transaction, which does 
not give the christian an opportu- 
nity to exhibit some particular ex- 
cellence of his character. To be 
learned is one thing, and to be ho- 
lv another. To be orthodox is one 
thing, and to be humble another 


37 


. 
. 













vv 


To pray is one thing, and 
with the spirit is another. 
all the zeal of man 
the present day ; 
feared, but little — godli- 
ness. Those, who have earnest- 
ly contended for some important 

octrine of the gospel, seem to 
have been proud of their ortho- 
doxy ; while they have neglected 
to maintain a life, distinguished 
for holiness. Orthodoxy will not 
disturb unbelievers, till they see 
the orthodox superior to them 
in moral virtues and in christian 
graces. Professions amount to 
nothing, while they are contra- 
dicted by the lives of those that 
make them. It is time for chris- 
tians to awake out of sleep. It 
is time for them to cleanse their 
own hearts, and to let their light 
so shine before men, that they 
may see their good works, and 
glorify their Father, which is in 
heaven. 


to pra 
With 
christians at 
ere is, it is 


Sayings of Rev. J. Newton. 


“* What some call providential 
openings are often powerful tempt- 
ations ; the heart in wandering 
cries, ‘ there is a way opened be- 
fore me ;’ but perhaps not to be 
trodden, but rejected.” 

“A Christian should never 
plead spirituality for being a slov- 
en. If he be but a shoe-cleaner, 
he should be the best in the par- 
ish.” 

“My principal method of de- 
feating heresy is by establishing 
truth.—One proposes to fill a 
bushel with tares: now if I can 
fill it first with wheat, I shall defy 
his attempts.” 


“Many have puzzled them- 


selves about the origin of evil. I 
observe there is evil, and that 


Sayings of Rev. John Newton. 





there is a way to escape it, and 
with this I begin and end.” 

** I would not give a straw for 
that assurance which sin will not 
damp. If David had come from 
his adultery and had talked of 
his assurance at that time, I should 
have despised his speech.” 

“If two angels came down 
from heaven to execute a divine 
command, and one was appointed 
to conduct an empire, and the 
other to sweep a street in it, they 
would feel no inclination to choose 
employments.” 

* When some people talk of re- 
ligion, they mean that they have 
heard so many sermons, and per- 
formed so many devotions, thus 
mistaking the means for the end. 
But true religion is the habitual 
recollection of God, and intention 
to serve him, and this turns every 
thing into gold. We are apt to 
2 that we need something 
splendid to evince our devotion ; 
but true devotion equals things ; 
washing plates and cleaning shoes 
isa high office, if performed in a 
right spirit.” 

** We often seek to apply cor- 
dials, when the patient is not ri 
for them; and it is the patient’s 
advantage, that he cannot take a 
medicine, when prematurely offer- 
ed. When aman comes to me, 
and says,‘I am quite happy,’ I 
am not sorry to find him come 

in with hisfears. I never saw 
a work stand well without some 
check.—‘ I only want’ says one, 
‘to be sure of being safe, and then 
I will go on.”—No ; perhaps then 
you will go off.” . 

“Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.—A man may live in a deep 
mine in Hungary, never having 
seen the light of the sun; he may 
have received accounts of pros- 
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pects, and by the help of a candle 
may have examined a few engrav- 
ings of them: but let him be 
brought out of the mine, and set 
on the mountain: what a differ- 
ence appears !” 

“ Satan will seldom come to a 
Christian with a gross temptation : 
a green log and a candle may be 
safely left together ; but bring a 
few shavings, then some small 
sticks, and then larger, and you 
may soon bring the green log to 
ashes,” 

“1 can conceive a living man 
without an arm, or a leg, but not 
without a head, or a Least: so 
there are some truths essential to 
vital religion, and which all awak- 
ened souls are taught.” 

“‘ When we first enter into the 
divine life, we propose to grow 
rich ; God’s plan is to make us 


feel poor.” 

o God's word is certainly a re- 
straint, but it is such a restraint, as 
the irons which prevent the chil- 
dren from getting into the fire.” 

“ We blame an Arminian for 
his want of submission to divine 
sovereignty, yet let a shower of 
rain fall on a suit of new clothes, 
and we cannot submit ourselves.” 

““The word temperance in the 
New Testament signifies self-pos- 
session ; it is a disposition suitable 
to one who has a race to run, and 
therefore will not load his peckets 
with lead.” 


FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


The Chief Happiness of Man to 
be found only in the Favor of 
God. | 
Tats is what most men readily 

acknowledge, but few, compara- 

tively speaking, believe ; for that 
deserves not to be called Faith, 
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which does not influence, and reg- 
ulate their temper and pursuits. 

To persuade our readers to seek 
their chief happiness in God alone, 
we might begin with considering, 
the nature of the human deal, 
as a spiritual and immortal. sub- 
stance, which cannot therefore be 
satisfied with earthly, ov carnal 
enjoyments ; and whose happiness 
must depend on what is lasting as 
Immortality. 

We might thence proceed to 
argue, the consequent insuffi- 
ciency of present temporal ob- 
jects, as being altogether unsuita- 

le and unsatisfactory in their na- 
ture, as well as transitory and un- 
certain in their enjoyment. 


We might next consider the 


nature of God, as the source of 


all perfection, the fountain of ex- 
cellence ; whose happiness is in- 
finite, and whose existence is eter- 
nal; in whose favor therefore the 
true and complete blessedness of 
mankind must necessarily consist. 
We might farther attend to the 
conduct of his providence, which 
is uniformly designed to lead the 
soul to God. The shortness of 
human life, the innumerable ca- 
lamities to which the children of* 
men are exposed, the perpetual 
vicissitudes of time, together with 
the fashion of this world which 
passeth away, all as with one voice 
renew the Prophet’s message, 
Arise ye, and depart ; for this is 
not your rest : while it is the lan- 
guage of his tender mercies, which 
are above all his works, Return 
unto your rest, O ye children of 
men, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with you. 
We might add to all, the pur- 
ose of God in sending his Son 
into the world: It-was, that sin- 
ful and miserable men, who by 
their rebellion had forfeited every 
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title to his favor might be restor- 
ed to it again, and taste the fruits 
of his reconciling love: that they 
who were children of wrath should 
become the children of God ; that 
they who had lost his image, might, 
through sanctification of the Spir- 
it, become new creatures in Christ 
Jesus : and thus be at length re- 
placed in the Paradise of God, 
there to enjoy more than Eden’s 
ancient bliss. Surely hé who made 
the soul must know what can 
make it happy; but all he hath 
done, and all he hath said, serves 
to confirm the truth which we 
have been taught from our early 
days, that Man’s chief end, and 
hiis chief happiness too, is to glo- 
rify God, and to enjoy him. 

We mean not, cowster, at 
present to enter into an abstract, 
or metaphysical discussion of this 
subject, but would rather estab- 
lish the proposition with which we 
set out, from matter of fact and 
experience. While it is declar- 
ed upon Divine infallible testimo- 
ny, the experience oi ages past, 
has proved; the experience of 
‘men in the present time is sufh- 
cient to demonstrate ; and, as the 
acriptures are true, the experi- 
ence of generations to come, will 
continue to shew, that they, and 
they only, are aha people, 
Bh God is the Lord. Of ‘the 
strength of this argument, every 
one may judge; free of philo- 
sophical subtlety, it is plain to the 
most ignorant; and its force, the 
most learned mustadmit. Surely 
then, it is worthy of a particular 
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sists: here we have the most un- 
doubted evidence, that God alone 
can be a sufficient portion for our 
nnmortal souls. 1 o be more ful- 
ly convinced of this, let us short- 
ly consider on the one hand, the 
situation of such as forget God; 
and on the other, the condition ot 
those who are interested in his 
peculiar favor. Let us, 

1. ‘Turn our view to the situa- 
tion of them whe forget God. In 
this class are comprehended men 
of every different rank, who go in 
= of happiness from many 

ifferent quarters, seeking it any 
where, or every where, except in 
the favor and enjoyment of God. 
And can we suppose that these 
men obtain the object of their 
wishes P Upona very superficial 
examination of the matter,we shall 
find that they do not. The case 
of Solomon is very remarkable to 
this purpose, yet we believe, far 
from being singular. He had left 
no expedient untried which his 
heart could devise for obtaining 
happiness from earthly things, but 
what was the result, he himself 
hath told us. Then says he, I 
looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the 
labor that I had labored to do, 
and behold, All was vanity and 
vexation of spirit; and there 
was no profit under the sun. 
The prosperity of the wicked has 
often been matter of surprise, and 
sometimes of fretful disquietude 
to the saints of God: and it might 
reasonably be so, if the happiness 
of men depended solely, or even 


consideration: in the school of chiefly, upon their external cir- 


experience, we are taught the fol- 


cumstances; or if it could be ob- 


ly of some, and the wisdom of tained by the mere gratification 


others ; from both which we may 
learn to be wise. Here we may 


of animal nature. But the soul 
is the principal part of man, which 


certainly discover wherein the su- raises him above the brutes that 
preme felicity of our nature con- perish; and the rational mind, if 
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happy at all, can only be so, in ra- 
tional delights. These surely are 
not to be found in sin’s forbidden 
courses, which reason, corrupted 
as it is, must condemn: and 
which the author of our rational 
nature abhors. at, for in- 
stance, is the lifevof the sensualist 
when running his round of lawless 
pleasure ? What is it ? But a con- 
tinued series of oy! poy ghe 
which deprive him of all his ex- 
pected joy. These disappoint- 
ments often produce discontent, 
by which we see him driven to and 
fro, hither and thither seeking 
rest and finding none: con- 
science, if awake, reproaches him 
for his folly, and perhaps whisp- 
ers in his ear that the end of those 
things is death. It is evident at 
first view, that such a one can- 
not be happy. Equally a strang- 
er to true felicity, must the rich 
miser be, who is burdened with a 
load of cares. Afraid himself to 
touch his precious stores; and 
constantly on the watch lest an 
intruding thief should rob him of 
his golden treasures. But these 
characters do not belong to all 
who forget God: some of them 
are poor in this world, but with 
their spoverty, they are often dis- 
contented, and filled with cove- 
tousness and envy, which are des- 
tructive of their true happiness. 
Many indeed there are, who 
possess the things of this life 
in abundance and enjoy them with 
moderation; having to appear- 
ance, neither the extremities of 
want, nor the cares of riches to 
disturb their repose. Are these 
then the men, with whom ha pi- 
ness hath fixed her abode? No, 
it cannot be, if they are without 
God in the world. For a season 
all may well with them, and 


life may run smoothly on; but 
Fr 


what will become of them in the 
evil day ? Like other men, they- 
are subject to disease and to death: 
from which, no dignity of birth, 
no comeliness of person, nor afflu- 
ence of fortuae can either exempt 
or deliver them ; and in the time 
of trouble, these cannot afford 
them the smallest relief. To men 
who have had all their portion in 
this life, and who have lived un- 
mindful of God ; to them, if not 
asleep in security, these are only 
as sO many tormentors to increase 
their sorrow. Their souls, ynhap- 
by in life, are still more so in the 
thought of death; this fills them 
with terror, and the prospect of 
judgment overwhelmsthem in de- 
spair. Or if we can su them 
to die as they have lived, alto- 
gether unconcerned about futuri- 
ty, (which is sometimes, though 
seldom the case,) where shall these 
sinners and ungodly appear? 
Alas! there is reason to fear, nay, 
there is no reason to doubt, that 
when their souls are dismissed 
from their bodies, with the rich 
man of whom we read in the gos- 
pel, in hell they shall lift up their 
eyes, being in torment, There, 
with those apostate spirits who 
kept not their first estate, they 
shall be reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the 
judgment of the great day. Then 
shall they go away into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal. 

If. Let us next attend to the 
condition of those who are inter- 
ested in his peculiar favor. From 
what we learn in the Scriptures 
of man’s primeeval state, we are 
led to conceive of it as a state of 
purity and bliss. His nature was 
perfect, and his happiness cem- 
plete : His perfection consisted 
in resemblance to God, and com- 
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munion with him was the source 
of all his joy. But when man, for 
disobedience was banished from 
the presence of the Lord, misery 
before unknown became the por- 
tion of his cup ; and so long as he 
continues at a distance from God, 
and in enmity against him, he 
must, as we have already seen, re- 
main a stranger to real and lasting 
felicity. But does it not of con- 
sequence follow, that they who 
are reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, and received in- 
to favor again through the merits 
and intercession of this one me- 
diator, are restored to the true 
happiness of their rational and 
immortal natures, reinstated into 
his family, and renewed in the 
spirit of their minds after his im- 
age. The light of his counten- 
ance is lifted up upon their souls, 
which often fills them with unutter- 
able delight. We speak not of the 
raptures of enthusiasm which have 
been accounted by some, the only 
happiness of thegodly soul. What- 
ever ignorant, and wicked men 
may imagine or assert, there is a 
pleasure known indeed to the 
saints alone, of which the men of 
this world can form. no concep- 
tion, but which is as real in its 
existence as the soul itself; and 
more stable in its foundation than 
the everlasting hills. ‘To be in 
favor with God, and to know that 
we are loved of him, affords a joy 
which, in its nature, is rational 
and truly sublime. Do men ac- 
count it both an honorable and a 
happy situation to be the favorites 
of a king F How infinitely more 
blessed must they be whom the 
King of Kings delighteth to honor, 
and whom he beholdeth with a 
pleasant countenance P What is 
said in the xxi. Psalm, at the 6th 
verse, of David the king of Israel, 


and ultimately of Messiah, David’s 
Lord, is applicable to each of his 
servants, Thou, Lord, hast made 
him blessed, most blessed forever ; 
thou hast made him glad, exceed- 
ing glad with thy countenance. 
Such exalted happiness do thesé 
highly favored sons of God enjoy, 
who have a sense of his love man- 
ifested to their souls. Is it good 
they desire? God only wise, alone 
knoweth what is venlty good, and 
what is good He will give. Do 
they seek after spiritual and eter- 
nal good ? He blesseth them with 
all spiritual and heavenly bless- 
ings in Christ Jesus. He him- 
self is their God, the portion of 
their inheritance, and of thair cup. 
Amidst the numerous disappoint- 
ments of a vain world; when the 
muddy streams of created com- 
fort are dried up, the experience 
of divine love, remaineth a peren- 
nial everflowing spring of sacred 
joy. ‘There are many circumstan- 
ces in the situation of the saints, 
which evidently show that they 
alone are blessed. In troublous 
times, we see the wicked who for- 
get God deprived of all their joys ; 
the very moment that their aid 
becomes necessary, like treacher- 
ous friends, they fly from their 
company, and leave them with- 
out comfort or hope in the day of 
their distress. But with the godly 
itis notso: never did we, never 
shall we see the righteous forsak- 
en. Poverty, and affliction of va- 
rious kinds may fall to their lot ; 
these bitter ingredients may often 
be mingled in their cup, but it is 
sweetened by love, it is given 
them by a Father’s hand, and the 
cup which their Father giveth 
them, shall they not drink it 
without murmuring or complaint ? 
Wearisome days and nights may 
be appointed for them in this 
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douse of their pilgrimage ; but by 
the light of God’s countenance, 
the thickest, even midnight dark- 
ness is dispelled as clouds before 
the rising sun. ‘Their happiness 
independent of this world, hike a 
rock in the sea, still remains un- 
shaken by outward calamities ; 
none of these things move them, 
for in whatsoever state they are, 
they learn to be contented and 
thankful; by trusting in that 


“faithful word upon which their 


God hath caused them to hope, 
that all things work together for 
= to them who love him. 
Moreover, when the expectations 
of the wicked shall finally be cut 
off, the righteous shall have hope 
in their death. Mark the perfect 
man, now almost arrived at the 
fullness of the stature of Christ ; 
behold the upright for the latter 
end of that man is peace. Even 
when his heart and his flesh fail- 
eth, God is the strength of his 
heart and his portion forever. 
That awful and important perioa 
hath shown, and will show that 
there is, and can be no lasting 
peace to the workers of iniquity ; 
while at the same time it gives a 
decisive proof, that the happiness 
of man is only to be found in the 
enjoyment of divme favor. Let 
such experience then, of men in 
every age bear witness, that noth- 
ing less than a sense of the love of 
God, as a reconciled Father in 
Christ Jesus, can support men in 
the most trying circumstances of 
life. This alone can comfort 
them, can inspire them with pa- 
tience in the dey of their calami- 


ties, and with hope at the hour of 
dissolution. And if in the pres- 
ent state this is the case, with the 
most undoubted certainty we may 
conclude, that it will be so in the 
world to come. For there, there 
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is but one heaven s the happiness 
of which, can proceed oe no 
other source but the presence ofa 
reconciled Ged ; whose favorable 
smiles shall diffuse peace, eternal 
pe and joy, through all its in- 
iabitants. ‘That blessed state is 
prepared only for them who love 
the Lord, and who have sought 
his favor above all things. ‘They 
who have preferred the creature 
to the Creator, who are lovers of 
riches, honors, or pleasures, more 
than lovers of God, shall have 
neither lot, nor part in this mat- 
ter. Their habitation shall be in 
a land of darkness ; their dwel- 
ling shall be with hypocrites and 
unbelievers, in these dismal re- 
gions of endless woe, where there 
is nothing but weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnashing of teeth ; while 
they only shall be blessed, and 
unspeakably blessed shall they be, 
who have delighted themselves in 
God, as the rock of their salva- 
tion, their God, and their ex- 
ceeding joy. 

What has now been suggested 
naturally leads us to expostulate 
with the thoughtless in the lan- 
guage of the Psalmist, O ye sons 
of men how long will ye love 
vanity? Such it has been found, 
are all things besides when brought 
in competition with an interest in 
the divine favor. Let us once 
more appeal to your own experi- 
ence for the truth of what we as- 
sert. Did you ever find that sat- 
isfaction in sublunary enjoyments, 
that you expected from them? 
Or if you have met with no dis- 
appointment in the world, have 
you not frequently seen the rich 
robbed of their wealth, or the man 
of pleasure, stretched comfortless 
en the bed of pain? Have you 
not beheld the young, the spright- 
Jy. and the gay, surprised by the 
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stroke of death? Have you not dy. 


been witnesses perha s to the 
man of honor, with all his glory 
being laid in the dust? So that 
you might say with David, Thave 
seen the wicked great in pover, 
spreading himsel If like a green bay 
tree; yet he passed away, and lo 
he was not ; I sought him but he e 
could not be found. Have not 
others of you been deprived of 
our near and dearest relations ? 
Vhile you must be conscious 
that ve also are born to trouble, 
and doomed to die; yet made for 
an eternity of misery or of bliss. 
But you still continue in your sins, 
or doat on this world, as if you 
expected an immortality on earth, 
and believed no judgment to 
come. © foolish and unwise! 
Wiil ye lay up no foundation for 
the time to come ? Wherefore do 
ye spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which satisfieth not ? Say, 
yourselves being judges, is not 
such a conduct “unreasonable, as 
well as dangerous in the highest 
degree. Know, that the Lord hath 
set F apart him that is odly for him- 
self. Such he hath chosen, not in- 
deed because they were worthy, for 
they were by nature the children 
of wrath even as others: but hav- 
ing loved them freely, he hath 
chosen them for his peculiar treas- 
ure, that he might give them an 
inheritance that is uncorrupted, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away. Lo! this is the heritage 
of the servants of the Lord. But 
as for the workers of iniquity, 
they shall be destroyed with an 
everlasting destruction. Some 
may reply, this is a hard saying, 
who can hear it? But better it is 
to know the worst in time, while 
yet there is hope, than to perish 
forever; and that without reme- 


Still we are authorised to 
ublish to our fellow sinners these 
glad tidings of great joy, that God 
was, and now is in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself. 
Still the compassionate Saviour is 


saying, in language of infinite 
condescension and grace, Ho, 


every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy and eat 3 yea, 
come, buy wine aud milk without 
mone, and without price. Let 
sinners beware of any longer turn- 
ing a deaf ear to his voice, lest he 
should speak to you in w rath, and 
say in his just displeasure, “ Be- 
cause I have called,and ye refus- 
ed, I have stretched out my hands, 
and no man regarded ; ye have 
set at nought all my council, 
and would none of my reproof : 

Therefore shall ye call upon me, 
but | will not answer; ye shall 
seek me, but shall not find me.” 

Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and 
ye perish in the way, when his 
wrath iskindled but a little ; Bless- 
ed are all they that put their trust 
in him. 

But we are persuaded that many 
into whose hands this paper shall 
come, have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious, and have been led to 
seek his face and favor above all 
things; yea, with their whole 
heart; whose language is that of 
Asaph, Whom have we in heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon 
earth that we desire besides thee. 
If these are really yoursentiments, 
you will desire and endeaver to 
inaintain still nearer communion 
with him. Be assured, ye shall 
never have cause to repent of the 
choice which you have made of the 
Lord as your God: the more you 
know of his love, the greater rea- 
son you shall have to bless him 
who gave you such good counsel, 
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the 


greater reason too ye shall and eternal things. 


The heart be- 


have to rejoice in the God of your ing holy, and those infinite objects 
salvation. If your condition in discovered being holy, forms such 
the world be prosperous, trust not a coalescence between the heart 
in uncertain prosperity, but in the and those objects, that nothing is 
living God, who giveth you all able to dissolve this union. 


things richly to enjoy. If adver- 


And the sensible joy and satis- 


sity is your lot, let this teach you faction arising in the soul, by a dis- 
to walk humbly with your God, covery ef those sublime objects, 


and to live more independent of a 
perishing world. While others 


which every way answer to its ut- 
most desires; as far exceeds the 


are saying, Who will shew us any joy of the hypocrite, and wild en- 


zood ? Letit still be your unwea- 
ried and fervent prayer, Lord, lift 
thou up the light of thy counten- 
anceupon us. ‘Thus shall you ex- 
erience more true gladness of 
Kaset than when corn and wine 
abound. Thus walking in his 
light, ye shall see light, having 
your hearts enlarged by his love, 
ye shall run the way of his com- 
mandments with alacrity and de- 
light; ye shall go on your way 
rejeicing till ye arrive at the un- 
geen, though perhaps not far dis- 
tant country, where the Lord, the 
everlasting God, shall be your 
light. and your God your glory. 
PHILANTHROPOS. 


Thoughts on Experimental Re- 
lizion, by the late Rev. John 
Stevens. 

‘Turre is such a thing as experi- 
mental religion. By experimental 
religion, is meantamoral change of 
heart, consisting in a right, or holy 
disposition ; which capacitates the 
soul to discover, and rejeice in 
perfect moral rectitude. In what- 
ever heart this moral change takes 
place, it is followed, with the most 
pleasing and _ satisfying discov- 
eries of moral beauty, amiableness 
and transcendent excellency of 
God. of Christ, and of spiritual 


thusiast, as light exceeds dark- 
ness. ‘The reason is, the joy and 
transports of the latter, spring 
wholly from selfishness of heart 
and a wrong conception of divine 
objects. All the excellency, 
which such discover in those 
great and infinite objects, is, a 
supposed design to make them 
happy, in particular. Consequent- 
ly there is no lasting union form- 
ed between the heart and those ob- 
jects; for the moment an idea 
should be entertained, that they 
personally, should never be bene- 
fitted by those objects, such peo- 
ple would not only lose their joy 
and satisfaction, But they would 
likewise lose all relish for those 
once supposed amiable objects. 
They would cease to have any real 
excellency in their view. Ver 

different is the case of the former. 
What excites such a high degree 
of joy, comfort, and satisfaction, 
in their hearts, is the intrinsic ex- 
cellency, glory and importance, 
discovered in the sublime objects 
themselves. ‘Their intrinsic ex- 
cellence, glory and importance ; 
operates like the magnet, to draw 
the soul into the closest contact 
with them. Here may be seen 
the striking difference between 
the really holy, and pious heart, 
and the heart of the hypocrite and 
wild enthusiast :—the latter en- 
deavers to draw, and subordinate 
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these infinite objects to its own 
personal interest; while the for- 
mer is drawn to, and rejoices in 
being entirely subordinated to the 
great ends and designs of those 
objects. 

But notwithstanding this indis- 
soluble union, formed between the 
pious heart, and divine objects, 
yet there is an unsanctified part 
still remaining, which wars against 
the soul ; and which is too often 
successful, and brings on a_lan- 
guor of pious exercises, which 
causes great grief and lamenta- 
tion to the real child of God. Af- 
ter the christian’s first love ; and 
the sensible and animating views 
of divine beauty and glory 5 and 
after being, as it were, dandled 
upon the knees of the infinite par- 
ent, who has begotten him to a 
lively hope ; and after he gets 
regularly established in the habit- 
ual practice of gospel duties ; yet 
through the multiplicity of other 
business, he insensibly loses his 
fervor in devotion, though he may 
keep up the external forms ; and 
feel at certain times some life and 
engagedness therein. Yet by let- 
ing down astrict watch over him- 
self, and the enemy of righteous- 
ness making a formidable attack 
upon him, by his wiles, and tempt- 
ations ; the christian finds him- 
self far out of the right way; if 
not in out-breakings of open wick- 
edness : yet in celdness of heart, 
and want of fervor in his affec- 
tions. He sometimes reflects up- 
en his present situation, starts 
with surprise, feels very uncom- 
fortable, and perhaps resolves to 
attend, with more engagedness to 
his holy calling. But his exer- 
tions are often of short continu- 
ance ; and before he is aware, he 
finds himself as cold and languid 
gs ever. And it js a wonder, if 


he does not pass through these al- 
ternate changes, till he falls into 
some open immoralities. But if 
the latter be not the case, yet he 
finds not-only languor in chris- 
tian duties and exercises; but 
much impurity of heart; many 
evil lusts, thoughts and inclina- 
tions ; too strong attachedness to 
things here below ; from which, 
at times, he is led to suspect the 
sincerity of his heart : and that he 
never has experienced any saving 
change. 

These doubts, and reflections 
give him uneasiness; for he is 
afraid that all his religion, will 
finally prove not to beot the right 
kind. A view of his situation, at 
times, creates some inward groan- 
ings, grief and lamentation ; he 
makes some feeble attempts to re- 
gain better satisfaction ; but dark 
clouds still remain. And _ per- 
haps the darkness and glooms may 
gather thicker and thicker ; until 
he is ready to cry out, can it be ¢ 
is it possible that a real christian 
should ever get into the situation 
that Iam in P Hard conclusions 
are drawn against himself. Yet 
on a more thorough search and 
examination between hope and 
fear, he cannot give up all hope 
and say, I have no special love and 
regard for Christ and divine things: 
but the preponderancy of his mind, 
is so little that it is with trembling 
he takes much courage. The sit- 
uation of a christian, as here de- 
scribed, may continue for a longer 
or shorter time ; but let this be as 
it may, his case is somewhat sim- 
ilar to the apostle Paul’s—Rom. 
vil. 18,19. * For F know, that in 
me (that is in my flesh) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is pres- 
ent with me, but how to perform 
that which is good, I find not. 
For the good that I would, I do 
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not : but the evil which I would 
yot, that I do.” 

The christian, sometimes, has a 
most deep and affecting sense of 
the dreadful wickedness and im- 
purity of his own heart; he feels 
as if he was of all creatures the 
most sinful and vile ; in a special 
manner, that no real child of God 
ever had sucha dreadfully wicked, 
impure heart, as he finds within 
himself. After passing through 
such a state of declension with 
respect to lively, animating views 
of Christ, and divine things; and 
which may at last, perhaps, excite 
the greatest solicitude about his 
realmoral character: but stil! does 
not find, those refreshing, reviving 
and soul satisfying cordials from 
God’s word, a preached gospel, 
and holy ordinances, which he 
once hoped that he felt. This sit- 
uation of a christian, is wpe y 4 
represented in the Song of Sol- 
omon, chap. ill. ver. 1, and on 5 
* By night on my bed I sought 
him whom my soul loveth: I 
sought him, but I found him not. 
1 will arise now, and go about the 
city, in the streets, and in the 
broad ways, I will seek him whom 
my soul loveth: I sought him, but 
I found him not. ‘The watchmen 
that go about the city found me ; 
to whom I said, saw ye him whom 
my soul loveth ?” 

There are, at times, even in 
dark and gloomy seasons; inward 
breathings of soul, in the real 
child of God, after Christ, and the 
comforting presence of the Lord. 

Many times, when the humble 
mourning christian, feels at a 
great distance from clear, sensi- 
ble, and animating views of God 
and divine things; the divine 
spark of heavenly grace, in his 
heart is blown up into a flame, by 
the invisible agency of Almighty 


God ; light. breaks forth into the 
soul; holy affections take wing, 
and swiftly mount on high ; rivers 
of joy, divine peace ~ consola- 
tions spontaneously flow; and 
ere the soul is aware, it is on the 
glorious mount with Christ ; filled 
with the most transporting views 
of his eternal excellency, beauty, 
and glory. In such seasons of 
heavenly refreshing from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, which dispels 
darkness and glooms, from the 
mind of the real child of God; 
takes away his mourning apparel, 
and filthy garments; and when 
the heart is filled with the most 
rapturous delight; all swallowed 
up in eternal things; the united 
efforts of human language and abil- 
ities, are at once baffled in the at- 
tempt, to describe the real exer- 
cises, substantial joy, and solid 
comfort, which arise in such a soul. 
None but those who experience it, 
ca get the most distant idea, of 


the reality of such divine mani- | 


festations. It causes that joy, 
with which the stranger intermed- 
dleth not. And indeed, the man- 
ifestations, the discoveries, the 
joy and satisfaction, raised in the 
pious heart; are so great, Godlike, 
divine, and eternal, that-the chris- 
tian himself, feels utterly unable to 
describe them to others; he finds 
no words, no language, that is in 
any measure, adequate to the re- 
presentation of these pure, holy. 
infinite and sublime things. The 
most that he can say, is, ** Come 
and see, is not this the Christ, the 
son of the highest, the glorious 
Redeemer? O! come taste and 


see how good and gracious the 
Lord is !” 

When the christian enjoys these 
seasons of refreshing, clear and 
animating views of eternal glory ; 
his doubts all vanish, respecting 
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his own real moral character, he 
cries “Abba Father, my Lord, 
and my God, 1 know that my Re- 
deemer liveth whom have I in 
heaven but thee? And. there is 
none upon the ear th that I desire 
besides thee.”’ With the utmost 
satisfaction, he makes the solemn 
appeal to heaven. ** Lord, thou 
knowest all things, thou knowest 
that I love thee.” 

And when he comes to look 
back upon his days of darkness, 
ey nt mourning and doubts ; 
he stan s astonished: where have I 
been, what could have induced me 
to forsake this infinite fountain of 
living waters; he feels the pro- 
priety and force of that declara- 
tion of Christ, ** O thou of little 
faith,wherefore didst thou doubt.” 

Thus the wintry days of the 
cold heart pass away, and are suc- 
ceeded by the bloom and verdure 
of the spring of holy affections ; 
the soul is brought mto the ban- 
quetting house, and finds by hap- 
py and joyful experience, that the 
divine banner over itis love. 
While the soul is mounted on 
high, filled with heavenly raptures, 
and enjoying, paradisaical pleas- 
ures; the most ardent desire is 
excited for the continuation of this 
divine frame of heart; and the 
christian now feels arrceably to 
the representation of the spouse, 
solicitous that nothing should in- 
terrupt, and break off this heaven- 
ly fruition of divine glory. 

Sucl: blessed and happy seasons, 
have a wonderful effect, on the 
mind of the christian. to wean him 
from transitory things. While 
the soul is sw eetly feeding on the 
substantial bread of life. filled with 
the visions of the Almighty, and 
from the mount of transfiguration, 
is loaking across the Jordan of 

death, by faith embracing the 


promises of the good country, 
viewing the glories of the heaven- 
ly Canaan of rest; in case the 
mind catches a glance at this 
world, and the surrounding ob- 
jects of time ; they dw indle into 
comparative nothing ; and it is 
rather with reluctance, that the 
christian finds it necessary, a lit- 
tle longer, to take a part in the 
busy scenes of life. Nothing buf 
a sense of duty, and ihdenelet to 
the divine will could reconcile him 
to the absence of a father’s house. 

Those sweet and precious mo- 
ments, when the soul is carried on 
the wings of faith into the invisi- 
ble world, and led to view the 
glories of paradise on high; draw 
away, as it were, a curtain be- 
tween this and a future state for 
a little time, and give such fore- 
tastes of eternal fruition, as are 
eculiarly adapted to wean the 
heart and affections from these 
fading, perishable things here be- 
low. And the operation does not 
cease with those clear. sensible 
and animating views of eternal 
things ; but they have an influence 
on the mind of the christian in 
common seasons of enjoyment. 
His treasure is laid up on high, 
and his affections supremely plac- 
ed on things above ; consequently , 
in proportion as this higher princi- 
ple and these divine “discoveries 
prevail, creating a relish for 
nearer communion with Gods; in 
the same proportion will a detach- 
edness from momentary objects 
take place. 

Thus the christian lives while 
in this militant state : and by these 
alternate changes, together with 
the outward means of instruction 
accompanied with the sanctifying 
influences of the divine spirit, 
God is preparing him for the most 
consummate bliss hereafter. 
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FOR THE MONITOR, 


Essays on Practical Religion. 


No. 1. 
CONJUGAL DUTIES. 

On the sixth day of creation, 
* God made man in his own image, 
after his likeness.” He received 
a rational, moral and social nature. 
Another such being was not to be 
found. No one existed, who was 
perfeetly adapted to be his associ- 
ate. Infinite wisdom pronounced 
it * not good that the man should 
be alone.” Infinite benevolence 
resolves, * I will make a help meet 
forhim.” Eve was formed, brought 
to Adam and became his wife. In 
her he found a companion every 
way suited to his circumstances. 
Thus while our first parents were 
perfectly imnocent and holy, mar- 
riage was solemnly instituted. 
‘‘ God ordained that a man should 
leave his father and his mother 
and should cleave unto his wife ; 
and that they should be one flesh.” 
Gen. li. 24. 

Though m€n are now ina fallen 
state, and have forfeited all claim 
to the blessings of social life, as 
well as to all others ; vet God in 
his abundant grace, still affords 
them the means of enjoying s0- 
cial and domestic bliss. Injustice 
he might have made them solitary, 
insincere, and wholly unsocial. 
Throughout the scriptures, he has, 
however, veonifested his approba- 
tion of cen o He has declar- 
ed it tobe “honorable in all.” 
Heb. xiii.4. The glorious Redeem- 
er gave his decided approbation of 
this institution by being daw at 
a marriage solemnity and perform- 
ing his first public miracle. John ii. 

y the marriage of a man and 
woman, they are brought into the 
nearest and most intimate of all 
human connections. ‘ They are 

G 


no more twain, but one flesh. 
Matth. xix. 6. On many accounts, 
the relation of husband and wife 
is more important than any other. 
The consequences, resulting from. 
it, are the most interesting to 
themselves and to society. The 
happiness of life greatly depends 
upon the conduct of the parties. 
They also have vast influence in 
forming each other’s characters for 
eternity. If their influence be fa- 
vorable to picty, it may render 
them exceeding y useful to each 
other. If their influence be irre- 
ligious, it may be the mean of 
making them both more wicked 
and increasing their future misery. 
If their influence be opposite, if 
one be disposed to live in the 
fear of God and the other be 
disposed to cast off his fear, the 
consequences will be lamentable. 
‘‘ For there is more reason to ex- 
pect, that the bad will damage the 
goou, than that the good will bep- 
efit the bad.” 

The duties of husbands and 
wives are of such importance, so 
much of the happiness of the pres- 
ent and future life depends upon 
the due performance of them, that 
all considerate persons must de- 
sire to understand them, and 
have the motives by which the} 
are enforced, set before them in a 
strong, convincing light. Let us 
then examine the holy scriptures, 
that we may learn what are the 
duties of the conjugal relation. 

Husbands and wives are re- 
quired to havea peculiar affection 
for each other. The relation 
which they sustain to ea¢h other, 
is different from all others. It is 
the most near and endearing. 
“ Husbands love your wives. even 
as Christ loved the church.” Eph. 
v.25. The love which Christ has 
for the church, is peculiar. It 
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differs from his love to others, in 
that the Church is the object of 
complacential regard. ** So ought 
men to love thei wives as their 
own bodies: he that loveth his 
wife loveth himself.” The affec- 
tion should be mutual; and its 
strength proportioned to the in- 
timacy of the relation. Titus had it 
in charge to exhort * aged women 
to be teachers of good things, that 
they might teach the young wo- 
men to be sober, to love their hus- 
bands.”’ Tit. ii. 3, 4. 

It would be perfectly unnatural 
for husbands and wives not to re- 
ciprocate the most tender affec- 
tion. The nature of their con- 
nection demands this. To sup- 
pose, that they have no other kind 
or degree of attachment, the one to 
the other than they have to those, 
with whom they are not connect- 
ed, strikes the mind as a mon- 
strous incongruity. 

That love, which the scriptures 
enjoin upon husbands and wives, 
is the pos seein of all their duties. 
It “is the fulfilling of the law.” 
The expressions of it are to be va- 
ried according to their circum- 
stances in life. 

They should manifest their re- 
gard to each other by seeking 
each other’s society. ‘ Ye hus- 
bands, dwell with them accord- 
ing to knowledge.” 1 Pet. ni. 7. 
Though the command is directed 
immediately to the husband, 
the duty is not the less bind- 
ing upon the wife. In the or- 
dinary course of business, men 
are often called to leave their 
families. But they should endeav- 
or so to arrange their affairs, that 
their absence may be as unfre- 

uent and as short as practicable. 
Particularly, they should avord 
that unfeeling practice of spend- 
ing their leisure time at taverns, 


Essays on Practical Religion. 


dram-shops, and places of idle 
amusement. With too many, this 
practice has become general. ‘The 
moment they find themselves un- 
employed, they resort to some of 
these places, where they spend 
many halt days and evenings. 
while their companions are left in 
perfect solitude. No doubt, wives 
may have occasion to reproach 
themselves on account of the ab- 
sence of their husbands. They 
have not taken as much pains as 
they ought. to have home the most 
desirable place, they can find. If 
instead of that tranquillity and 
contentment which one must de- 
sire, men find their habitations the 
scene of confusion and storm, they 
will be strongly induced to spend 
as little time at home as possible. 
“* Better is a dinner of herbs, where 
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred 
therewith.” Prov. xv. 17. * It is 
better to dwell in a corner of a 
house top, than with a brawling 
woman and in a wide house.” 
Proy. xxv. 24. Husbands are com- 
manded not to be bitter against 
their wives. They are to endeavor 
to promote their ease and comfort. 
It is mentioned as what would 
be perfectly natural, that “the 
married man would care for the 
things of the world, how he 
night please his wife.” 1 Cor. vii. 
35. Such care. if not excessive, 
is an indispensable duty. For * ne 
man ever yet hated his own flesh. 
but nourisheth and cherisheth it.” 
Eph. v. 29. As the head of the 
wife. the principal care of provid- 
ing the necessaries, conveniences 
and comforts of life. devolves on 
him. He is to be diligent in his 
calling and frugal in his expenses, 
never spending time or property 
in dissipation. His wife, having a 
joint interest with him in all which 
1e possesses, should be cousulted 
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respecting his arrangements. He 
. P . 

will find it much to his own profit 
and to their mutual confidence and 
comfort im each other, to have her 
approbation in laying out their sur- 
stup property. He will not, with- 
out evident necessity engage in 
any employment himself, nor adopt 
measures to have her engaged inan 
employment, which would be disa- 
sreeable. He should endeavor to 
have her necessary labors perform- 
ed with the least fatigue and in 
the most expeditious manner. 

Such is the peculiar delicacy of 
this connection, as to render an 
attention to small things, to mi- 
nute circumstances, of much im- 
portance. To be very attentive 
and obsequious in public circles 
and in the greater concerns of life, 
isnotsufficient. It isreciprocating 
offices of kindness in the domestic 
circle, by their own fire-side, by 
a uniformly gentle and affection- 
ate demeanor, which alone can 
ensure the increase, or even con- 
tinuance of mutual respect and 
attachment. In this course, they 
will find the sphere of their hap- 
piness extend ; and their habita- 
tion will be an assylum, to which 
they will ever be disposed to re- 
sort from the toils of labor, the 
disappointments, perplexities and 
sorrows of life. 

Women were evidently destin- 
ed to order the internal concerns 
of the family. Itgreatly depends 
upon their management, whether 
their husbands shall, with the di- 
vine blessing accumulate property, 
be respected abroad and comfort- 
fortable at home. Of the virtuous 
woman it is said, that * she looks 
well to the ways of her household 
and eats not the bread of idleness.” 
Prov. xxxi. 27. The description 
of the virtuous woman, given in 
this chapter deserves the serious 


regard of every female. They 
will there find a perfect model of 
female excellence, which is as 
much superior, in real worth, to 
any which con be produced from 
those numerous wicks of the imag- 
ination, which have so much in- 
terested the hearts of the fair, as 
solid gold is to yellow tinsel. By 
her neat and orderly arrangement 
of her affairs, her industry and 
fruvality, she much more than 
saves all that is earned. By the 
cleanliness and regularity of his 
dress, ** her husband is known in 
the gates, where he sitteth among 
the elders of the land.” 

By the sweetness of their tem- 
per and the softness of their man- 
ners, women are admirably adapt- 
ed to soothe and comfort their hus- 
bands. They contribute greatly 
to their support in enduring the 
burdens of life. In all things law- 
ful, they should therefore endeavor 
t» please their husbands. They de 
well to consult their dispositions, 
their peculiar temperament, and 
as far as may, in other respects, 
be consistent, let them conform. 
Carefully avoiding every occasion 
of discord and ill humor, let them 
never attempt to carry a point by 
violence and storm, remembering 
that these are not their most pow- 
erfularms. Their great strength to 
influence their husbands and effect 
their purposes, lies in the gentle- 
ness and tenderness of their per- 
suasions. 

So obviously important is the 
duty of preserving inviolate the 
marriage covenant, that it will be 
thought scarcely necessary to men- 
tion it in this place. ‘“ Take 
heed that none deal treacherously 
against the wife of his youth; for 
the Lord, the God of Israel saith, 
that he hateth putting away.” 
Mal. ii. 15, 16. They should scru 
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pulously abstain, not only from 
the er acts of wickedness, 
by which the marriage covenant 
is violated, but from that familiar- 
ity with others both in conversa- 
tion and manners, which may have 
even a tendency to excite jealousy. 
A spirit more destructive of conju- 
felicity than this, cannot exist. 
“ For jealousy is the rage of a 
man. Whoso committeth adulte- 
ry with a woman, lacketh under- 
standing; he that doeth it, de- 
stroyeth his own soul. A wound 
and dishonor shall he get and his 
reproach shall not be wiped away.” 
Prov. vi. 32—34. The most sa- 
cred regard should be had to each 
other’s reputation and feelings. 
Tn this relation with respect to 
this part of theirduty more than 
in any other, they should observe 
the golden rule of our Saviour ; 
“* Whatsoever ye would, that oth- 
ers should do to you, do ye even 
so to them.” 
Constituted as females are with 
a more feeble and delicate frame, 
they naturally look to men for 
protection. Husbands should pro- 
vide the means of personal safety 
for their wives. It is their duty 
to watch over them with the ut- 
most tenderness, and to treat their 
persons and opinions with uniform 
respect. Their peculiar infirmi- 
ties and trials give them a strong 
claim upon the kindness and sym- 
pathy of their companions. They 
usually leave their father’s house 
and all their friends, to dwell with 
the men who have selected them 
to be the partners of their cares 
and sorrows, of their ease and de- 
lights. Indissolubly bound by the 
laws of God, men must be worse 
than brutal, who can treat them 
cruelly, or even with neglect. 
Much want of kindness fre- 
quently appears in husbands and 


Wives, in not casting the veil of 
charity over each other’s imperfec- 
tions and foibles. They often 
make them the subject of wit or 
mirth. Some are much in the habit 
of entertaining their friends by re- 
lating little indiscretions and weak- 
nesses. Without any apparently 
bad design, they say things, which, 
though not strictly speaking, crim- 
inal or disgraceful, i still tend to 
lessen their respectability. These 
things are said, indeed, with an 
air of pleasantry and received in 
perfectly good humor, yet when re- 
iterated again and again, they cor- 
rode that exquisite sensibility, pro- 
duced by the tenderness of the 
relation. Unpleasant feelings are 
soon excited; they at length be- 
come painful; they may excite ill 
temper ; they may issue in the to- 
tal destruction of domestic felici- 
ty. Let those, therefore, who find 
themselves inclined to such a 

ractice, seasonably restrain their 
inclination. ‘The beginning of 
strife is as when one letteth out 
water; therefore, leave off con- 
tention before it be meddled with.” 
Prov. xvii. 14. 

Though the relation subsisting: 
between husbands and wives will 
continue no longer than the pres- 
ent life, yet its influence will be 
felt in that state, where “ they 
neither marry nor are given in 
marraige.” In reference to one 
of the important points upon which 
the Corinthian church wrote to the 
apostle of the Gentiles, in case one 
only of a married pair should be 
converted and the other remain 
an idolater, whether a separation 
should take place, he decided that 
the believer should not separate 
from the unbeliever; and as- 
signs this strong reason; “ The 
unbelieving husband is sanctified 
by the wife, and the unbelieving 
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wife is sanctified by the husband— 
Yor what knowest thou, O wife, 
whether thou shall save thy hus- 
band? Or how knowest thou, O 
man, whether thou shall save thy 
wife ?” 1 Cor. vil. 14—16. 

It should be the constant desire 
of those, who dwell together 
here in such intimacy and affec- 
tion, that they may be mutually 
prepared to sit down together at 
“the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” The nature of the rela- 
tion, as well as the authority of 
God in his holy word, requires 
them to seek to promote each 
other’s spiritual welfare. The 
opinions, feelings and examples 
of those, who are thus connected, 
who are so much together, for 
whose happiness in life it is so im- 
portant that they should be agreed 
in these things, must have vast 
influence. If both are ureligous, 
not disposed to give any suitable 
attention to the concerns of an- 
other world, they may greatly 
countenance and support each 
other in a course the most unpro- 
pitious to their salvation. ‘They 
may agree, not in a formal man- 
ner, in so many words, but prac- 
tically, to forget their Creator, to 
slight the gracious Redeemer, to 
neglect the * one thing needful ;” 
they may be perfectly agreed to 
pursue the way, which leads to 
destruction. They may live to- 
gether in great peace and harmo- 
ny; and die in their sins; be both 
sentenced to endless misery, and 
there mutually aggravate and tor- 
ment each other for advocating 
such sentiments, for manifesting 
such feelings, and setting suc 
unholy examples before each oth- 
er. Considanibins like these are 
sufficient, it would be thought, to 
make husbands and wives, who 
have neither of them any evidence 


of their having been renewed, ex- 
ceedingly to tremble. Can they 
reflect, that they are liable to 
come to such an end, and not be 
filled with the greatest anxiety ? 
Pitiable indeed, is their case. 
Shall they, who have so tender a 
regard for each other, who have 
contributed so much to mitigate 
the sufferings and to enhance the 


joys of life, be forever more 


wretched, for their unchristian 
influence ? What is their duty? 
Immediately to flee from ‘the 
wrath to come, to lay hold on the 
hope set before them. 

is one of them the friend of the 
Lord Jesus, a child of God, an 
heir of glory; and is the other an 
enemy of Christ, a child of the 
wicked one, a candidate for shame 
and everlasting contempt ; how af- 
fecting is the contrast in their 
character and state? If the hus- 
band be in the deplorable case 
described, the wife is to endeavor 
lS conversion by exhibiting, in 
the brightest manner, shé is capa- 
ble, the genuine effects of gospel 
grace. Let her. set before him, 
that submissive, dutiful, meek, af- 
fable, affectionate spirit which her 
Saviour manifested, and which he 
inculcated. “ Wives. be in sub- 
jection to your own husbands, 
that if any obey not the word, 
they also may, without the word, 
be won by the conversation of the 
wives, while they behold your 
chaste conversation, coupled with 
fear,” 1 Pet. iii. 1,2. If their 
husbands will not allow them the 
religious privileges, which they 
conscientiously desire to enjoy, 
they ought to relinquish all claim 
to civility and the common feel- 
ings of humanity. They are 
more. cruel than the savages of 
the wilderness. They impart a 
portion of their scanty allowance 
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even to their prisoners. But such 
unfeeling monsters, in the place 
of husbands, endeavor to with- 
hold the bread of life from their 
companions. Let wives thus cir- 
cumstanced, take heed to their 
spirit, bridle their tongues and 
guard their conduct. Let them 

o to God, to a compassionate Sav- 
iour, rather than to men. Let 
them not cease to pray for divine 
grace which can soften the most 
obdurate heart. * And how know- 
est thou, O wife, whether thou 
shalt save thy husband !” 

Is the believing partner a hus- 
band, it behoves him to show * the 
cventleness of Christ.” He should 
Tet his companion perceive, that 
his religion thakes him a better 
husband. Let him not make his 
religion irksome to her, by urging 
the consideration of it at unsuita- 
ble times, or in an improper man- 
ner. If she endeavors to obstruct 
his religious course, he will need 
great grace. Let him look to him, 
who is able to support and com- 
fort in the most trying scenes. 
He should often intercede ao. 
ularly for her. Let him take ev- 
ery discreet measure to have her 
become a follower of Christ. He 
has encouragement. * How know- 
est thou, O man, whether thou 
shalt save thy wife !” 

It becomes those, who have no 
reason to believe themselves 
christians and are connected with 
those who are, to take a serious 
view of death. Look forward to 
the closing scene of life. Can 
you bear the thought of an eternal 
separation? If you retain the 
characters of enemies to God, an 
eternal separation must take place. 
Imagine then, that you hear the 
shout of the archangel and the 
trump of God awakening the dead 
and summoning men to judgment. 


The Son of man is seated upon 
the throne of his glory. He di- 
vides his friends Reon his foes. 
You see your pious companions, 
who had taken much pains to have 
you prepared for this all import- 
ant season, stationed on the right 
hand of the Judge. You are on 
the left. The trial being closed, 
you hear the Judge bid the com- 
panions of your bosoms take pos- 
session of the kingdom prepared 
for them. He turns to yeu, dis- 
tressing thought! and bids you de- 
art, accursed, into everlasting 
re. The scene is closed. The 
impassable gulph is fixed. There 
is no escape, there is no deliver- 
ance. 
Hail, happy pairs, who are 
* both righteous before God, walk- 
ing in all the statutes and ordinan- 
ces of the Lord, blameless.”? You 
may be instrumental of great good 
to each other. Let it be a pri- 
mary object to promote each oth- 
er’s spiritual welfare. You are 
in danger of being unwatchful. 
Your influence may be unfriendly 
tospiritual mindedness. Endeavor 
to stir up one another’s pure 
minds by way of remembrance. 
Caution, advise, and admonish, as 
circumstances require. You will 
find it profitable to unite often in 
private prayer. Having lived to- 
gether under the influence of the 
christian spirit, you will be ena- 
bled to give each other the part- 
ing hand at death, with a hope, full 
of immortality. After a short 
season of separation, you will 
again meet tn that state. in which 
your love will be perfected, and 
your happiness complete. With 
what gratitude and joy will your 
spirits recognize each other, and 
call to mind the precious seasons, 
you enjoyed in worshipping God 
below ! What emotions will swell 
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Anecdote of a Sailor, 


your enlarged and parites hearts, 
what songs of admiration and 
praise will flow from your lips, 
when you find yourselves admitted 
to the society of all the saints, to 
be where Jesus is and forever to 
behold his glory ! T. 


PROM THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


Anecdote of a Sailor. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Mr. S.of Penzance, to a friend 
in Edinburgh. 

Axnovut two years since, an of- 
ficer who had a few religious 
Tracts sent him, dropped ene on 
the deck ofthe W 74 guns, 
in the middle watch. A_ sailor 
from the Orkneys picked it up 
and read it. The Tract was hap- 


py blessed to his conversion. 
eing exceedingly ignorant of 


divine things, and having no one 
to converse with about religion 
on board, he felt very uneasy for 
some time, and became unceas- 
ingly anxious for instruction. 
‘The ship was cruising off Toulon, 
and often would he ruminate in 
his mind how he should obtain 
that knowledge of Christ and sal- 
vation for which his soul thirsted. 
One day when reading his little 
Tract, os observed that it was 
published at the Depository for re- 
ligious Tracts, No. 60, Paternos- 
ter Row. He now resolved, that, 
as soon as he returned to Eng- 
land. he would ask leave to come 
on shore, and visit Lendon, to 
find out some one who would 
teach him the way of God more 
perfectly. Frequently’ it eccur- 
ved to his mind, that no religious 
person would take any notice ofa 
poor rough sailor in his tarry 
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jacket, and that as he had never 
been on shore in England in his 
life, he would be exposed to im- 
position, and liable to fall into 
much temptation in such a place 
as London. Then he would 
think how he should find out a 
good man that would take any 
trouble with such a know nothing 
fellow as he, and how he should 
be sure when he met with a relig- 
lous man, that he would teach 
him the good and the right way. 
He now thought of Paternoster 
Row, and. he concluded in _ his 
own mind, *] don’t suppose the 
grees of the book is a good man, 

cause printing is his trade ; but 
I think the author of the book 
must be a good man, and I'll go to 
No. 60, and inquire for him.” 
Having settled this in his mind, 
he was more easy, and often, 
when at the mast head, cast an 
anxious look towards Gibraltar. 
longing for- the time when the 
ship should pass that place, and 
shape her course for Britain ; and 
for many months, whether it was — 
his watch below or on deck, No. 
60, Paternoster Row, was upper- 
most in his mind. Many an 
earnest petition at midnight, while 
walking on the deck, would as- 
cend frem his heart to God, that 
he would please to direct him to 
some one who would tell him how 
to serve the Lord more accepta- 
bly. and how to address his wick- 
ed shipmates who abused him, and 
branded him with the most oppro- 
brious names. In the spring of 
the present year the ship was or- 
dered home to refit; and, through 
the mercy of Jehovah, reached 
Chatham in safety. The ship’s 
company applied to the Admiral 
for leave of absence, which was 
refused for the present, because 
the application came not through 
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the medium of the captain. Soon 
after this, T solicited permis- 
sion to visit London, although he 
almost despaired of obtaining his 
request. ‘I'he Lieutenant smiled 
when he saw him on the quarter- 
deck, and said, “ Well T , 
where do you intend to gor” 
“ To London, if your honor pleas- 
es; not to get drunk or g° with 
bad company, please your honor ; 
but get some good to my mind, to 
make me a better man.” The 
officer smiled ; and, although the 
religion of ‘T was not ap- 
roved of, yet, in consequence of 
it, he thought he might safely 
trust him on shore, and therefore 
immediately gave him a liberty 
ticket for a week. Furnished 
with this passport, ‘T—— took the 
eoach for London. Whata phe- 
nomenon in modern times :—a 
sailor, from an abandoned man-of- 
war, travelling to London for no 
other object than to meet with 
some good man who will talk to 
him about the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and shew him the way of salva- 
tion more fully! He arrived in 
London on June 2d.—A_ passen- 

r in the coach procured him 
odgings. On Wednesday he 
found out Paternoster Row, and 
entered the Depository in rather 
an uncouth manner, inquiring for 
the author. The shopmen said 
they supposed he wanted master. 
He replied “ No, he wanted the 
author of the books, master was 
only the printer.” He sat down 
and waited for some time, when 
he was desired to call again the 
next day, when Mr. C of the 
Depository would be at home. 
The next dayhe lost his road, and 
was obliged to return to his lodg- 
ings. On Friday the 5th he went 
out again, and with considerable 
difficulty, about five o’clock in the 

















Anecdote af a Suitor. 


afternoon, he found out No. 60, 
Paternoster Row, and was most 
affectionately received, and wel- 
comed to tea by Mr. C 
It so happened that, for the first 
time these four years, I visited 
London, and arrived there on 
Wednesday, June the Sd. On 
Friday, the 5th, I attended the 
committee of a religious soci- 
ety, at six o’clock in the evening. 
Having some private business to 
transact for an hour, they request- 
ed I would have the goodness to 
wait until seven o’cleck. I ac- 
cordingly walked out to the 
°Change ; and having some ac- 
count to settle at the Tract De- 
pository, I thought this a favorable 
opportunity, and accordingly went 
there. 
ceded me ; and the moment I en- 
tered the house, Mr. C. exclaim- 
ed, “ O Mr. S. Iam so glad to see 
you from Cornwall, especially as 
we have just been visited by a 
poor seaman, who has left his shi 
and come to London to meet with 
a minister, who will tell him 
about the Lord Jesus Christ,” and 
(taking the sailor by the hand) he 
added, “ there, my friend, is a 
minister who has been to sea him- 
self, and now holds a correspond- 
ence with many a worthy seaman 
in numbers of our ships of war.” 
I was overjoyed with such ameet- 
ing: and after some interesting 
conversation, I appointed him to 
meet me the next morning, when 
Ilearned from him the preceding 
particulars. He continued with 
me the whole of Saturday and 
Sunday, during which time I had 
many opportunities of conversing 
and praying with him, and intro- 
ducing him to several ministers 
and Christians in town. The 
surprise, astonishment, and grati- 
tude of this good man, were truly 
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atifying. Every thing he heard 
ond don of petiglon excited the 
most pleasing emotions, and left 
an impression, it is hoped, that 
will not easily be erased. He 
would often express his wonder 
that so many good people should 
have any thing to do with such a 
poor good for nothing creature as 
he was,and would frequently say, 
* Well, to be sure, you did not 
know I was coming to London, 
but the Lord did, and he opened 
all your hearts to be kind toa 
poor sailor ; the Lord bless and 
reward you all.”” On Monday he 
returned to his ship, loaded with 
tracts and books, some from the 
Lofidon, and others from the Ed- 
inburgh Tract Society, (a few of 
the latter I had taken with me for 
any seaman that might fall in m 
way.) and overwhelmed with 
gratitude. 


Somerset Association for the 
Reformation of Morals. 


Tuts Association was formed in 
the month of February, 1815, at 
a meeting holden in Norridge- 
wock, and attended by a large 
number of respectable citizens 
from various parts of the County. 
A constitution was unanimously 
adopted, and siened by about an 
hundred names, to which several 
more have since been added. The 
first article of the constitution de- 
signates “ the specific object of 
the Association ;” which is “ the 
suppression of immorality of ev- 
ery description, particularly Sab- 
bath-breaking, intemperance and 
profanity.” The officers of the 
society are a President, Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treas - 

i 


urer ; also a standing committee, 
to consist of at least twenty-five 
members, (one of which must 
chosen from every towii conne 
with the association) whose duty it 
is, “ to devise ways and means for 
accomplishing the objects of the 
Association ; to report, annually, 
their proceedings with any success 
which has attended the exertions 
of the Asssociation, and to recom? 
mend measures for future opera- 
tion.” By the 12th Article of the 
Constitution it is made the duty of 
all the members of the Society, in- 
dividually and jointly, “to exert 
their influence by example and 
otherwise, to discountenance and 
suppress immorality of every de- 
scription ; particularly Sabbath- 
breaking, intemperance and pro- 
fanity: also to aid and support 
Tythingmen and all civil officers 
in the faithful execution of the 
laws, and to do whatever in them 
lies for the . promotion of virtue, 
morality, and good order in the 
community.” 

At a meeting of the Associa- 
tion in September last, the follow- 
ing Resolves were adopted. 

"REsoLven, That we pay par- 
ticular attention to our own con- 
duct in relation to those things, 
in respect to which, we would re- 
form others. 

Resotvep, That we consider 
it no part of polite entertainment 
to offer spirituous liquors te visit- 
ants. 

Resotvep, That we use our 
influence to prevent persons ad- 
dicted to profane swearing. and 
other immoral habits, from being 
employed as instructers of youth. 

ESOLVED, That we will not 
employ in our service, persens 
notorious for vicious practices, 
suchas profane swearing, Sabbath- 
breaking, and intemperance. 
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Resotvep, That we use our 
influence to prevent the practice 
of Storekeepers selling spirituous 
liquors in small quantities, to be 
consumed in, or about their stores. 
And that it be recommended to 
the Selectmen of the several 
towns to be careful not to appro- 
bate for a renewal of their license 
those who violate the laws in this 
respect. 

ESOLVED, That it be recom- 
mended to the Tythingmen of the 
several towns in the county of 
Somerset, that they discharge the 
duties of their office with firmness, 
moderation and discretion. That 
they permit no open violation of 
the laws to pass unnoticed. And 
whenever they have good cause to 
suspect a person to be guilty of, 
or committing an offence, to make 
all necessary inquiry. And if a 
satisfactory answer be not given, 
then to prosecute as soon as it 
can conveniently be done. 

It is, however, not to be ex- 
pected that even those who are 
well disposed, will at all times 
strictly adhere to the letter of the 
law. It may therefore, be better 
to admit an excuse that will not 
satisfy a rigid construction of the 
law than to commence a prosecu- 
tien without sufficient cause :-—~ 
especially, when the offender dis- 
covers an inclination to pay a due 
regard to the laws, and forbears 
to give further cause of complaint. 

And let it be recommended, 
that all the efforts of T'ythingmen 
to discharge their duty, be accom- 
panied with the temper of a pri- 
vate friend, rather than of a pub- 
lic prosecutor. 

If an offender escape out of the 
county, let the Tythingman in- 
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form the Grand Jury of the Cir- 
cuit Court of Common Pleas. 

At the annual meeting in Feb- 
ruary a committee was appointed 
“to look into the situation of li- 
censed houses and to give inform- 
ation to the Grand Jury of any 
offences which they may there 
discover.” 

The following Resolves also 
were adopted. 

. Resotvep, That it be the duty 
of every member of the Associa- 
tion to admonish any other mem- 
ber, whom he shall find exhibiting 
a spirit, or penne contrary to 
the rules or hostile to the object of 
the Association. 

Resotvep, That in case a 
member shall persist in such 
practice after admonition, inform- 
ation shall then be given to the 
Standing Committee, whose duty 
it shall be by their secretary to 
request the offender to attend and 
answer for himself at their next 
meeting ; and if satisfaction be 
not e, the committee will re- 
commend to the Association to 
cut him off from their body. 

Resotvepv, That we use our 
influence to discountenance the 
practice of treating with spiritu- 
ous liquors at elections, more es- 
pecially of State Officers.” 

The officers of the Association 
for the current year, are 


Hon. Bryce Me’Letray,Esq. President. 
Rev. Firrerp Hout, Vice President. 
Rev. Jostag Pzet, Secretary. 

Jostan Srautpine, Esq. T'reasurer. 


And a Standing Committee of 
twenty six from the towns of 
Bloomfield, Canaan, Norridge- 
wock, Madison, Anson, Starks, 
Selon, and Bingham. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG 
THE JEWS. 


THIS Society was formed in 1808 
under the patronage of his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent. Its Pres- 
ident is Sir Thomas Baring. The So- 
ciety has erected a large Episcopalian 
Chapel, where lectures are regularly 
delivered to the Jews. Schools also 
are supported by the Society, in which 
one hundred and forty children have 
received, or are now receiving Chris- 
tian instruction. Fifty-one adult Jews 
have been admitted into the church of 
Christ by baptism, some of whom are 
preparing themselves fer the ministry. 
Under the direction of a Committee 
of the Society, the New Testament is 
to be translated into Hebrew, and pub- 
lished for the use of the Jews; many 
of whom, especially in Poland (where 
Jews are very numerous) and in the 
East, are well versed in Hebrew, and 
receive almost any thing, written in 
this, which they consider the sacred 
Janguage, with avidity. The gospel- 
of St. Matthew and Mark have been 
published for some time. 

The following paragraph is extract- 
ed from the last annual report. 

“It appears from the report of the 
Rev. Mr. Nitschke, a Moravian minis- 
ter of Lusatia, that in different parts 
of Germany, particularly the Prussian 
States, many of the Jews are casting 
off the yoke of their fathers’ traditions ; 
and though there is much reason to 
fear, that in many instances, they em- 
brace deism or scepticism, yet this is 
mot universally the case. At Breslaw 
ym Silesia, within a few years, upwards 
of thirty Jews, and among them some 
families of great property, have by bap- 
tism been added to the christian 
church. At this city Mr. Nitschke 
fearnt that a baptized Jew was expect- 
edto preach in the Lutheran church. 
He attended the service, and found a 
numerous auditory assembled, among 
whom were several Jews. A youn 
man entered the pulpit, who delive 
2 pleasing testimony with convincing 
arguments, and with fervor of heart 
from Mark vii. 31—37, on the divinity 
ef Jesus andon his beneficent miracles, 


whereby he had evidently proved him- 
self to be the son of God.—Many Jews 
have within a few years embraced the 
profession of christianity in Bohemia. 
The numerous applications made to 
the Committee by foreign Jews, to be 
received under the protection of the 
Society, confirm the fact, that a spirit 
of inquiry has arisen among that peo- 
ple, especially in Germany. The Com- 
mittee have been under the necessity, 
from the state of their finance, of re- 
fusing applications made to them by 
about twenty foreign Jews.” 

In a letter that has been publishee 
in the Panoplist, from Dr. Naudi, dat- 
ed September, 1814, the following 
statements are made relative to the 
Jews. “ Within two years many un- 
expected conversions from the Jewish 
to the blessed religion of Jesus have 
taken place all round the Mediterrane- 
an. Notwithstanding that Jews are at 
this time tolerated in Turkey more 
than they ever were before, and ina 
great measure protected in all the Le- 
vant and all the Islands by that falling 
empire of the Mahometans. Yet their 
conversions to the Christian religion 
were never-so numerous as in these 
later times. Ihave received various 
accounts relative to this important 
subject.” 

. By the Panoplist of July last, we are 
informed that nine or ten Jews in the 
city of New-York had of late been 
hopefully converted, one at the age of 
oe and three or four in Phila- 

Iphia.— 

Ye writer in the Shristen Bree 
week] » published at New-York, 
has ravemtiy. called the attention of 
christians in this country to the situa- 
tion of the Jews, and has urged upon 
them theduty of co-operating with the 
friends of religion in other parts of the 
world in zealous and systematic efforts 
for their conversion. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. __ 

The expenditures of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in eleven years 
have amounted to the sum of one muil- 
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ion five hundred and forty-nine thousand 
three hundred dollars. During the last, 
year that Society. has sent to this 
country 200 Bibles and 200 Testaments 
in Gaelic for the use of a settlement of 
Highlanders in Fayetteville North Car- 
olina; 300 German Bibles and 200 
German Testaments for the use of 
Germans in Pennsylvania; also 1000 
Spanish N. Testaments, 500 French 
do. and 100 French Bibles for gratui- 
tous distribution by the Louisiana Bi- 
ble Society.—It is stated in a letter 
from New-Orleans that both the French 
and Spanish Testaments were received 
with great thankfulness. 

The following extract is from a let- 
ter dated St. Petersburgh, December 
11th, 1815. “The Emperor is now re- 
turned to his capital to shed blessings, 
spiritual, I trust, as well as temporal, 
on the heads of his numerous subjects. 
Our noble President (Prince Galitzin) 
informed me yesterday, that his majes- 
ty had already spoken to him about 
the Bible Society, had expressed great 
joy at its prosperity, begged the Prince 
to promote its interest to the utmost of 
his power, and promised every assist- 
ance on his part. He added, that he 
spake from personal knowledge of the 
value and utility of the holy scriptures. 

At present, the Bible Society is the 
frequent subject of conversation in al- 
most every circle in this creat metrop- 
olis.” Ina letter from Rev. J. Peter- 
son at the same place, dated in June, 
1815, the interesting circumstance is 
mentioned; that at the annual meeting 
of the Bible Society there was present 
*“‘a company of Greeks from the an- 
cient Macedonia, Prince Ypsilanti, 
and his suite. Qhow much I wished, 
** says a pious writer, to send the Word 
of Life to a people, the first in Europe, 
who said to the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, Come over and help us = and 
through whom the Gospel of the grace 
of God entered our quarter of the globe. 
They are all fine looking men and 
seemed worthy to be the descendants 
of the church of Philippi.* The Prince 
was chosen one of our Vice Presidents. 
He and all his suite with an eagerness 
which reminded me of the beautiful 
description, (Phil. iv. 10—18) put 

down their names as subscribers to 
our Society. Paul’s promise, in re- 
gard te them (verse 19) will I hope, 
soon be fulfilled in all its extent. 


They are in need of the Word of Life; 
and by the help of God they shall soon 
have it.” 

It has been ascertained that previously 
to the establishment of a Bible Society 
in Sweden, not one out of eighty among 
the poorer families had a copy of the 
scriptures! The Society has received 
from the Crown Prince in that country 
a gift of 2400 dollars. “ In the sister, 
kingdom, Norway, a foundation is also 
laid fora Bible Society, whose estabe 
lishment the Crown Prince has power- 
fully promoted by a generous dona 
tion of 6,600 dollars. At Stockholm 
(the capital of Sweden) four presses 
are constantly engaged in printing Bi- 
bles, and cannot supply half the de- 
mand. 

At Copenhagen (Denmark) a Bible 
Society has lately been formed unde? 
the patronage of the King, and many 
of the highest order of the Nobility. 

At Astrachan a Society of East Ine 
dians is formed for distributing the 
scriptures; and these East Indians are 
principally Brahmins. 

The Philadelphia Bible Society has 
been established eight years. During 
the last year, the Bibles and Testaments 
gratuitously distributed by it were 
1715 of the former, 4136 of the latter, 
in all 5851. The New-York Bible So- 
ciety has been established six years. 
During the last year it distributed 1258 
English, and 2700 French Bibles, part 
of an edition of 6000, the expense of 
printing which was defrayed by several 
Societies. The Connecticut Bible So- 
ciety during the last year, the seventh 
since it was established, distributed 
(exclusi-=ly of 580 French Bibles com- 
mitted to them by the New-York Bible 
Society, for which they paid 500 dol- 
lars,) 2321 Bibles. 

On the 8th May last, at a meeting of 
delegates from different Bible Societies, 
holden at New-York, the foundation 
was laid of a national institution denom- 
mated Tae American Bree Socrery. 
The Hon. Elias Boudinot of New-Jersey, 
was chosen President. Twenty-three 
Vice-Presidents were appointed, gen- 
tlemen of distinction, belonging to all 
parts of the Union ; the two from Mas- 
sachusetts are the Hon. Caleb Strong 
and the Hon. William Gray. The other 
officers of the Society, are the Rev. Dr. 
Mason, Secretary for Foreign Corre- 
spondence, the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, Sec- 
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vetary for Domestic Correspondence. 
Hichard Varick, Esq. and a Board of 
Managers consisting of thirty six lay- 
men, it being provided that “each min- 
ister of the gospel, who is a member of 
the society, shall be entitled to meet 
and vote with the Board of Managers, 
and be possessed of the same powers as 
a Manager himself.” The establish- 
mentof such an institution in our coun- 
try is a most important event. 

Bible Societies have recentky been 
formed in this District, in the counties 
of York, Oxford, Lincoln and Kenne- 
bec. 

“ A number of little girls from eight 
to fourteen years of age have formed 
themselyes into a Bible Society in 
Kingston, Ulster county, N. York, and 
also meet once a week to sanctify their 
offerings by prayer and praise. The 
ardor and erder, with which the dear 
children proceed in their work is both 
surprising and delightful, and proves 
to my mind, that the Lord is with 
them, and therefore it will prosper. 
They have lately presented to the N. 
York Bible Society six dollars, the 
amount of their first collection.” 

Christian Herald. 


AMERICAN MISSIONARIES. 
Intelligence was received in April 
last, that Mr. Nott and his family had 
been obliged to leave Bombay for Amer- 
icaon account ef the illness of Mr. Nott. 
He did not resort to this measure, till 
his medical advisers were of opinion, 
that he could never hope to enjey good 
health in that climate. The two mis- 
sionaries remaining at Bombay, are ex- 
tremely anxious to have other mission- 
aries jointhem. The following is an 
extract from a letter written by one of 
them (Mr. Newel) to Rev. Dr. Griffin. 
‘** When we stand at the distance of 
15,000 miles, and look at 600 millions 
of heathens in Asia in one mass, only a 
general and comparatively frail impres- 
sion is had on the mind, but standing 
as we now do, in the midst of the heath- 
en; and seeing them groping in thick 
darkness, bewildered in the mazes of 
the most absurd and shocking fic- 
tion that the depraved mind of man 
could invent, wedded to their idols and 
enslaved in vice ; when we see, as we 
have seen, a hundred thousand of our 
fellow creatures at once dancing ang 


rag 


Jlmerican Missionaries. Ee 


shouting around the bloody car of 
Juggernaut, and prostrating themselves 
betore that hateful demon; when we 
actually behold all the rareless ingre- 
dients, that go to make up that mass of 
corruption, guilt, and shame, compris- 
ed in idolatry :—O! it is enough to 
awaken in the heart,that can feel for the 
wretchedness of fallen man, every emo- 
tion of pity, indignation, grief and burn- 
ine zeal. We are sadly deficient in 
zeal and in duty ; but when we look on 
these heathen, and see how they live 
and how they die, and how long it has 
been thus; we sometimes wish we 
could raise our voices to such a pitch, 
that they might reach beyond the in- 
tervening oceans and continents ; and 
enter into the ears of our fathers and 
brethren in America. My dear sir, let 
me engage you to speak in our behalf 
and plead in our stead the Missionary 
cause before the Churches: They have 
sent us forth a little band, to encounter 
a great host ; we have been scattered 
abroad,and our little number is already 
considerably reduced. Will they now 
leave us to prose@ute the work alone? 
We look to them for-support in the ar- 
duous contest, in which we are engag- 
ed. Unless they fill up eur ranks ; un- 
less they send forth a GREAT MANY 
moRE, and determine to prosecute the 
work with vigor end perseverance, the 
lives and the treasure, which they have 
already bestowed on the object, will 
be thrown away. Where are the nu- 
merous converts that have been latel 

gathered into the Churches? Shall we 
not soon greet some of them as fellow 
laborers in this part of the vineyard ? 
Shall we not see others going to 
strengthen and support and encourage 
our dear solitary brother Judson at 
Rangoon ; and others going in differ- 
ent directions to form new stations? 
Dear sir, let me entreat you again to 
plead the missionary cause before the 
churches, and to call on them by the 
commission they gave us to preach 
Christ to the Gentiles: by the right 
hand of fellowship, which they gave 
us, when they sent us forth : by all the 
afflictions and trials, which we have 
suffered in the prosecution of our work; 
by the love of Christ and the souls of 
the heathen,not to leave us to this great 
work alone. Let them send forth more 
missionaries, and stil} more, aud never 
think they haye done enough, until the 
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kingdom of Ged shall come and his will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” 


Panopilist. 


SCHOOLS FOR INDIAN YOUTH AND 
CHILDREN. 

We perceive by an advertisement re- 
cently published in the Recorder, that 
“arrangements are making for the es- 
tablishment of schools under missiona- 
ty superintendence in the Indian coun- 
try, and primarily in the Cherokee 
tribe. By the favor of Providence, the 
business will be taken up on an extend- 
ed scale, and prosecuted with system, 
energy and perseverance. Official as- 
surance has been received of the coun- 
tenance and aid of the government of 
the United States. A missionary, in 
whom great confidence is placed is al- 
yeady employed in making prerequisite 
inquiries and preparations, and the 
work is expected very soon to com- 
mence.” Persons wishing to be em- 
ployed as Teachers of the mission 
schools, and recammended as possess- 
ing the necessary qualifications, are re- 

uested to apply to the Corresponding 

retary of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions at 
Salem. 


YOUTHS FROM OWAYHEE. 

The Christian public are extensively 
acquainted with the fact, that several 
young men, natives of the island of 
Owhyhee, are now in Connecticut. Two 
ef them were brought over in a ship 
belonging to New-Haven, and arriv- 
ed about ten years since. They were 
then lads of 16 and 14 years of age. 
Their Owhyhee names are Obookiah 
and Hoopoo. The former has prefixed 
to his original name the name of Hen- 
7 A the latter that of Thomas. A 

ird, landed in Bostan about six years 
ago’; and hearing of Henry Obookiah, 
who was then at Andover, went and 
joined him. His name is William Te- 
nooi. Lately they have been joined by 
a fourth, who is called John Honenee. 

Soon after the arrival of the two first, 
several young men of piety, then con- 
nected with Yale Collegé, interested 
themselves in their behalf, and taught 
them toread. After this, Henry Oboo- 


kiah resided some time in Torringford, 
in the family of the Rev. Mr. Mills; 
and afterwards at Andover, where he 
was instructed by the students of the 
Theological Seminary. He has net 
only learned reading, writing, and 
arithmetic, but grammar and geogra- 
phy ; and what is of more importance, 
the principles and doctrines of the 
Ghristian Religion. He also gives very 
satisfactory evidence of personal piety, 
and has made a public profession of 
religion. The other three, in propor. 
tion to the time they have severally 
been employed in study, have made re- 
spectable proficiency. The two first 
ot them are hopetully christians; and 
the mind of the third is deeply inter- 
ested on religious subjects. It ought 
also to be mentioned, that these youths 
have discovered a very lively interest 
in the religious concerns of one another. 
When Odookiah became anxious about 
himself, he felt similar anxiety for Hoo- 
peo and Tenooi. These two have dis. 
covered a like solicitude for each other. 
And, on a late visit, which one of them 
made to Honenee ; it was found out, by 
accident, that he spent most of the day 
he was there in praying with him. 

It is the intention of these you 
men, when qualified, to return to their 
own country 25 Missronwanres. For 
this purpose, Providence unquestiona- 
bly cast them on our sheres; and, by 
this very fact, has announced to the 
christians of this country, their duty 
with regard to them. The eldest, 
Henry Obookiah, has already begun a 
translation of a part of the New Testa- 
ment into the language of Owhyhee. 
By his aid, also, an Gwhyhee grammar 
has been partly or wholly completed. 

The situation of these young men has 
occasionally recommended them to the 
liberality of the benevolent. As they 
have become more extensively known, 
this liberality has been more extensive- 
ly exerted. We mention, however, 
with peculiar pleasure, the following 
instance of honorable munificence on 
the part of some of the citizens of 
Savannah in Georgia. 

Last fall a young lady of that city 
was on a visit to her friends in New. 
Haven. . She heard the's of three* 
of the Owhvhee lads, and felt a lively 


* The fourth had not then joined them. 
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interest in their welfare ; particularly 
as the future missionaries of Owhyhee. 
On her return to Savannah, she took 
pains, in company with two of her fe- 
male friends, to make their situation 
and circumstances known, and to so- 
licit the contributions of some of the 
citizens in their behalf. Their exer- 
tions were not fruitless. A few days 
since, she forwarded to a lady in New- 
Haven, the sum of three hundred and 
thirty-five dollars, givea for the very 

urpose of educating Henry, Thomas, 
and William as missionaries to Owhy- 
hee. “He who giveth acup of cold 
water to a disciple, in the name of a 
disciple, shall in no wise lose his re- 
ward.” This example of christian lib- 
erality is highly honorable to the cit- 
izens of Savannah; and ought to be 
known, that others may go and do like- 
wise. 

The four youths are now under the 
care of the Forngian Mission Socrerr. 
They will be prepared as speedily as 
possible for a mission among ir 
countrymen. For the present, they 
are to be stationed at Morris Academy, 
in Litehfield; under the care of the 
Rev. W. ee , 

Owhyhee belongs to a groupe o 
islands in the Pacific Ocean, called th~ 
Sandwich islands, between 18 50 and 
20 16 N. lat. and 203 47 and 205 E. 
tong. from Greenwich. They are all 
under the government of one prince, 
whose name is TJ'amaamah. He is a 
man of strong sense, and has labored 
long and successfully to introduce the 
arts of civilization among his country- 
men. All the islands are fertile and 
populous. Owhyhee, the largest of 

them, is 280 miles in extent, and con- 
tains 150,000 inhabitants, who are 
naturally mild, friendly, and hospitable 
to strangers ; although the unfortunate 
Capt. Cook lost his life here by a sud- 
den impulse of undeserved resentment. 
The king has a considerable fleet. His 
troops, to some extent, are furnished 
with muskets. The natives worship a 
God called Acoea, 

The following story respecting Hoo- 
oo will interest every one. When he 
eft Owhyhee, he was about fourteen 

years old. The eaptain, with whom he 
came, had given him a peadacket, 
which he was very fond of wearing. 


A day ortwo after they sailed, when 
the ship was running before the wind 
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-at the rate of 10 miles an hour, Hoopoo, 
by some accident, fell overboard. One 
of the sailors, seeing him drop, im 
mediately threw over a hen-coop. The 
ship, though hauled to as soon as 
possible, had got full three miles 
a-head of him. The captain determin- 
ed to put back though nothing but the 
hen-coop was discernible on the waves. 
The moment Hoopoo gained the sur- 
face of the water after his fall, and had 
time to open his eyes and discover the 
ship, he determined to swim after it. 
He was a Very expert swimmer; but he 
saw that the ship was sailing much 
faster than he could swim, unless 
he could overtake it, he knew that he 
must perish For some time he look- 
ed at the ship, and seeing it go from 
him so rapidly, gave himself up for 
lost. In his despair, he cried out to 
Acooa, and promised him, if he would 
save him, he would give him his fea- 
jacket, when he got back to Owhyhee! 
He soon got upon the hen-coop, and 
there rested himself until he was taken 
on board. After this during the whole 
voyage, he never wore his pea-jacket. 
If any of the men urged him to put it 
on, he always replied, that he must 
not, for it belonged to feooa. Hf any 
of the crew did any thing to that jack- 
et, Hoopoo was angry ; for it was an af- 
front offered to Acooa. For a long 
time after he landed, he would never 
suffer the pea-jacket to be touched. 
It was not, until he became fully con- 
vinced that Acoog was no god, that he 
felt himself released from the vow 
which he made to him, while sink- 
ing in the ocean, that if he would save 
him, he would en g him that pea- 
re as soon as he got home to Owhy- 
ee. 

This instance of native conscien- 
tiousness in a heathen boy, in discharg- 
ing his vow to an imaginary god, ought 
to raise ablush on the cheek of many 
a Christian, for his own neglect of pay- 
ing his vaws to the ** Lord that bough: 
him” 


REVIVALS OP RELIGION. 

In the Panoplist for April and May, 
beside the places, of which mention had 
been made in the numbers for Februa- 
ry and March, as being favored with 
“times of refreshing,” and to which 
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there was a reference in the last Moni- 
tor, there are accounts from several 
other towns ; viz, 11 in Massachusetts, 
6 in New-Hampshire, 2 in Vermont, 
9 inConnecticut, 12in New-York, also 
the city of Philadelphia, the town of 
Ogechee in Georgia where it is said 
that more than 400 persons have been 
admitted to the communion since 1812, 
all of whom have been considered as 
exhibiting evidence of a change of 
heart; the town of Bath, to which 
might have been added Portland, in 
Maine ; in each of which places, there 
has recently been a very general, serious 
attention. The whole number of 
towns mentioned above, added to those 
that were given in the last Monitor, is 
73! With regard to 29 of these towns 
the number of hopeful converts, and 
with regard to 3 others the number of 
persons received to communion, was 
given in the letters, from which the 
Editor of the Panoplist obtained his in- 
formation. The whole number thus 
given, is upwards of 3200! and in sev- 
eral instances it is added that the work 
is progressing. In many ofthe 41 towns 
in which particulars are not stated, 
it is said, in general, that the revival is 
powerful. So far as appears from the 
accounts, that have been published, 
none of the revivals abovementioned, 
= or two excepted, began till last 
all. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Charles 
Prentice, of Canaan, ( Con_) to the 
Editor of the Panoplist, dated March 
16, 1816. 

“Tam unwilling, Sir, to let this op- 
portunity pass, without saying some- 
thing as to the flourishing state of re- 
ligion in this vicinity, The Lord is ap- 
pearing in his glory to build up Zion. 
The work is astonishing and glorious 
in many places. The Spirit descends 
like rain upon the mown grass, like 
showers that water the earth. About 
forty in this society, and as many in 
the north parish in this town, have 
within a few months, been lea to rejoice 
in hope. There is now a revival in 
Goshen and Cornwall. In Salisbury, 
(Con.) more than 250 have of late been 
numbered with the trophies of the Re- 
deemer. In Norfolk, Colebrook, Win- 
chester, New-Marlborough, and Sand- 
isfield, sinners are flying to Christ as 


clouds, and as doves to their windows. 
in the last mentioned town, as | am in- 
formed, more than two hundred are 
the hopeful subjects of renewing 
grace; and more than 100 in each of 
the other four places. The work is 
free from enthusiasm, is extended to 


‘many children and youth, and to num- 


bers in all the intermediate stages be- 
tween youth and old age. Yes, many a 
hoary-headed veteran, who had fought 
seventy years under the banner of 
Satan, has left the ranks of the adver- 
sary of God, and is now rejoicing at 
the feet of Jesus. I hope you may be 
favored with a detailed account of the 
blessed work, in all the places which I 
have named.” 

“How glorious, my dear friend, is 
the day in which we are permitted to 
live. What wonders are unfolding. 
How obvious is it, from the signs of the 
times, that the long wished for day of 
the Church’s triumph begins to dawn, 
and that, in all its glory, it will soon 
be ushered in, with universal hosan- 
nahs to the Son of David.” 


Extract of a letter from Norfolk, 
Va.) dated May 11, 1816. 

“The people of Norfolk are crowd- 
ing the Meeting Houses, and numbers 
seem to be much concerned for the 
salvation of their souls, Prayer meet- 
ings are held in private houses now, 
where a few months since, card parties, 
&c. were held.” 


Christian Herald. 


ORDAINED, 

At North-Yarmouth, on Wednesday, 
5th inst. the Rev. Mr. Curtis. Intro- 
ductory prayer, by Rev. Witiia™ 
Jenxs, of Bath. Sermon, by Rev. En- 
wakp Parson,of Portland. Ordaining 
prayer, by Rev. Tuomas Lancaster, of 
Scarboro’. Charge, by Rev. Samwust 
Eaton, of Harpswell. Right hand of 
fellowship, by Rev. Jonaruan Scorr, 
of Minot. And concluding prayer, by 
Rey. Dayrn Tuvrstox, of Winthrop. 

On the 15th of May,the Rev. Srrruen 
Mason and the Rev. Herman Hatsey, 
were ordained to the work of the Gos- 

1 Ministry as Missionaries, appoint- 
ed by the Board of Trustees of the Mis- 
sionary Society of Connecticut to labor 
as evangelists in Kentucky. 
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